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McConnell rebukes RNC, calls Jan. 6 ‘violent insurrection’ 


By MARY CLARE JALONICK 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate Minority Leader Mitch Mc- 
Connell is criticizing the Republican National Committee 
for censuring two House Republicans who are investigat- 
ing the “violent insurrection” at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 
2021, and says it’s not the party's job to police the views 
of lawmakers. 

While Donald Trump has played down the attack by his 
supporters that was the worst against the Capitol in two 
centuries, the RNC last week took a voice vote to ap- 
prove censuring Reps. Liz Cheney of Wyoming and Adam 
Kinzinger of Illinois at the party’s winter meeting. The Re- 
publicans sit on a Democrat-led House committee that is 
aggressively investigating the riot and has subpoenaed 
many in the former president’s inner circle. 

The RNC resolution accused the committee of leading a 
“persecution of ordinary citizens engaged in legitimate 
political discourse” — words that drew outrage from 
Democrats and firm pushback from several GOP sena- 
tors. The rioters who broke into the Capitol through win- 
dows and doors brutally beat law enforcement officers 


and interrupted the certification of Joe Biden's election Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky., center, speaks to reporters on Capitol Hill in 
victory. Washington, Tuesday, Feb. 8, 2022. Standing with McConnell is Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., left, and Sen. 
John Thune, R-S.D., right. 


Continued on Page 2 Associated Press 
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McConnell rebukes RNC, calls Jan. 6 ‘violent insurrection’ 


Ronna McDaniel, the GOP chairwoman, speaks during the Republican National Committee winter meeting Friday, Feb. 4, 2022, in 
Salt Lake City. 


Continued from Front 


“It was a violent insurrec- 
tion for the purpose of try- 
ing to prevent the peaceful 
transfer of power after a le- 
gitimately certified election 
from one administration to 
the next,” said McConnell, 
R-Ky. He said he still has 
confidence in RNC Chair 
Ronna McDaniel, but “the 
issue is whether or not the 
RNC should be sort of sin- 
gling out members of our 
party who may have differ- 
ent views than the major- 
ity. That’s not the job of the 
RNC.” 

McConnell and _— others 
would prefer to talk about 
issues in this election year 
such as inflation versus the 
discourse over the insurrec- 
tion and Trump’s lies about 
the 2020 vote. 

The rioters were repeat- 
ing Trump’s false claims of 
widespread voter fraud 
and a stolen win, even af- 
ter election officials and 
courts across the country 
repeatedly dismissed those 
claims. 

McConnell and his closest 
allies have said for months 
that they want to look for- 
ward to this November's 


elections, when they have 
a chance of taking back 
the Senate, and not back 
to what happened in Janu- 
ary 2021. 

Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, 
said the RNC has said it 
wants the party to be uni- 
fied, “and that was not a 
unifying action.” Sen. Rich- 
ard Shelby, R-Ala., said he 
believes the GOP. should 
be a “big tent.” Republi- 
can Sens. Lindsey Graham 
of South Carolina and Mitt 
Romney of Utah contacted 
McDaniel to discuss the 
censure. 

Romney, who is McDaniel’s 
uncle, told reporters that 
it “could not have been a 
more inappropriate” mes- 
sage from the party. 
“Anything that my _ party 
does that comes across as 
being stupid is not going to 
help us,” he said. 

Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, 
said the rioters who “broke 
windows and breached 
the Capitol were not en- 
gaged in legitimate po- 
litical discourse, and to say 
otherwise is absurd.” 

Collins said the GOP start- 
ed out the year with an 
advantage on issues that 
could decide the elec- 


tion, but “every moment 
that is spent relitigating a 
lost election or defending 
those who have been con- 
victed of criminal behavior 
moves us further away from 
the goal of victory this fall.” 
McDaniel denied that the 
“legitimate political  dis- 
course” wording in the cen- 
sure resolution was referring 
to the violent attack on the 
Capitol. She said it had to 
do with other actions taken 
by the House commiittee in- 
vestigating the riot. But the 
resolution drew no such dis- 
tinction. 

Cheney said Monday that 
she had been receiving 
a “tremendous amount 
of support” in the wake 
of the censure vote. “I 
think every American who 
watched the video of that 
attack and who watched 
that attack unfold knows 
that it was really shameful 
to suggest that that what 
happened that day might 
be legitimate political dis- 
course,” she said. 
McConnell has maintained 
his criticism of Trump over 
the insurrection, though he 
voted to acquit Trump af- 
ter the House impeached 
the then-president one 
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week after the attack. In 
a speech after the Sen- 
ate vote, McConnell said 
“there is no question that 
President Trump is practi- 
cally and morally respon- 
sible for provoking the 
events of that day,” and 
that “a mob was assault- 
ing the Capitol in his name. 
These criminals were carry- 
ing his banners, hanging his 
flags, and screaming their 
loyalty to him.” 

His use of the word “insur- 
rection” — the act of ris- 
ing up against established 
authority — is significant. 
Many in his party have in- 
sisted that it was not an in- 
surrection, trying to portray 
it as a peaceful protest. 
Stil, the GOP leader 
doesn't often mention Jan. 
6 and did not participate 
in remembrance ceremo- 
nies on the anniversary of 
the attack last month. Last 
summer, he rallied his con- 
ference to vote against a 
bipartisan commission that 
would have independent- 
ly investigated the siege, 
emphasizing to GOP col- 
leagues that they should 
focus on the future and is- 
sues that will help them win 
back the Senate. 


Similarly, former Vice Presi- 
dent Mike Pence has most- 
ly avoided talking about 
the insurrection, even 
though he was in the build- 
ing as it happened and 
some rioters were calling 
for his death. But on Friday, 
he addressed Trump’s re- 
peated criticism that he 
could have “overturned” 
the election in his ceremo- 
nial role overseeing the 
electoral count. 

“President Trump is wrong,” 
Pence said to a gathering 
of the conservative Feder- 
alist Society. “I had no right 
to overturn the election.” 
While few Republicans 
openly defended the 
RNC’s move, several said it 
was the party’s prerogative 
to take the vote. 

“The RNC has any right to 
take any action and the 
position that | have is that 
you're ultimately held ac- 
countable to voters in your 
district,” said New York 
Rep. Elise Stefanik, the No. 
3 Republican in the House. 
“We're going to hear the 
feedback and the views of 
voters pretty quickly here 
this year.” 

Texas Sen. Ted Cruz said 
Cheney and Kinzinger’s role 
on the House committee 
is “not helpful.” Sen. Josh 
Hawley, R-Mo., who along 
with Cruz led objections to 
the certification of Biden’s 
victory on Jan. 6, 2021, said 
it is a distraction to have 
Republicans in Washington 
like McConnell “bashing 
other Republicans.” 

“If you come to the state of 
Missouri and talk to Repub- 
licans, people who are go- 
ing to be voting in our pri- 
mary, they probably agree 
with what the RNC did,” 
Hawley said. 

Trump issued a statement 
on Wednesday saying that 
that McConnell “does not 
speak for the Republican 
Party.” 

As Republicans fought 
among themselves, Dem- 
ocrats piled on. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D- 
Calif., said Wednesday that 
the GOP “cannot hide” 
from what happened on 
Jan. 6. 

“They seem to have 
reached rock bottom” with 
the censure resolution, she 
said. () 
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As even Dem states ease, Biden begins rethinking COVID rules 


By ZEKE MILLER 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — With 
even Democratic — states 
moving to roll back mask 
mandates, the White 
House said Wednesday it is 
beginning to prepare for a 
less-restrictive phase of the 
national COVID response 
in the face of growing im- 
patience to ease up and 
turn toward post-pandem- 
ic normalcy. President Joe 
Biden entered office prom- 
ising to lead the nation out 
of the emergency phase 
of the pandemic, but it 
is state and local lead- 
ers who are stepping into 
leadership roles while Biden 
faces increasing scrutiny 
for his caution amid declin- 
ing cases and rising public 
frustration. The White House 
for the first time acknowl- 
edged movement in_ its 
planning on Wednesday, 
saying conversations have 
been underway privately 
for weeks. 

White House COVID-19 co- 
ordinator Jeff Zients said 
officials are consulting with 
state and local leaders 
and public health officials 
“on steps we should be 
taking to keep the country 
moving forward.” His com- 
ments came as states have 
moved to ease their own 
restrictions. 

Governors and local school 
officials have been pressing 
for clearer federal guide- 
lines for easing or ending 
restrictions, but federal of- 


White House COVID-19 Response Coordinator Jeff Zients removes a face mask as he prepares to 
speak ata press briefing at the White House in Washington, April 13, 2021. 


ficials have been slow to 
preview potential changes. 
That's led to a patchwork 
of local and state policies 
that differ widely from one 
place to the next. 

“We are working on that 
guidance,” said Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention Director Dr. Ro- 
chelle Walensky. “As we've 
been encouraged by the 
current trends, we are not 
there yet.” 

The White House offered 
no timetable for the review 
or an indication of what 
it will recommend. Some 
critics say that’s not good 
enough. 

“The tragic thing is that 


these are governors that 
would probably have fol- 
lowed the White House's 
guidance,” said Dr. Leana 
Wen, a former Baltimore 
health commissioner. “They 
wanted CDC input and 
asked for it, but without 
a clear timeline, at some 
point they had to decide 
that they couldn't wait any 
more. The fault is not theirs, 
but the CDC’s and by ex- 
tension, President Biden’s, 
which, with each passing 
day, is making itself less and 
less relevant.” 

Biden’s hesitance is driven 
in part by the sting of his 
fleeting “declaration of 
independence” from the 
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virus last summer, which 
proved premature in the 
face of the delta and 
then omicron strains. Now, 
though, cases and hospi- 
talizations from COVID-19 
have dropped markedly 
since they peaked earlier 
this year amid the spread 
of the highly-transmissible 
omicron variant, and the 
vast majority of Americans 
are protected against the 
virus by effective vaccines 
and boosters. 

Asked whether Biden ap- 
pears to be out of touch 
with the country, White 
House press secretary Jen 
Psaki defended his caution. 
“As a federal government 


we have the responsibility 
to rely on data on science, 
on the medical experts,” 
she said. 

“That doesn't move at the 
speed of politics, it moves 
at the speed of data,” she 
added. Asked whether 
Americans should follow 
less-restrictive state or local 
rules or the stricter federal 
guidance, she repeated 
the White House’s daily 
counsel: “We would advise 
any American to follow the 
CDC guidelines.” 

The CDC continues to 
recommend indoor mask 
wearing in places of “sub- 
stantial or high transmis- 
sion” of the virus, which as 
of Wednesday was all of 
the U.S. but 14 rural Coun- 
ties. 

State and local leaders, 
nevertheless, have = an- 
nounced plans to ease vi- 
rus restrictions in the com- 
ing weeks as omicron cases 
fall, citing the protections 
offered by vaccines as 
well as the increased avail- 
ability of at-home testing 
kits and therapeutics for 
those who do catch the 
virus. Many of the restric- 
tions eased last year, only 
to be reinstated as omicron 
swept the country. 

Earlier this week, New Jer- 
sey, Connecticut and Del- 
aware announced plans 
to lift statewide mask-re- 
quirements in schools. On 
Wednesday, state officials 
said Massachusetts will fol- 
low suit starting Feb. 28. L) 


Feds say no taxpayer money for safer 
drug-smoking pipes 


By R. ALONSO-ZALDIVAR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fol- 
lowing outrage on the po- 
litical right, the Biden ad- 
ministration said Wednes- 
day that a grant program 
to help prevent additional 
harm to people who use 
illicit drugs will not pay for 
safer pipes to smoke crack 
or meth. 

“No federal funding will be 
used directly or through 
subsequent reimbursement 
of grantees to put pipes in 
safe smoking kits,” Health 
and Human Services Sec- 
retary Xavier Becerra and 


White House drug policy 
adviser Rahul Gupta said in 
a statement. 

White House press secre- 
tary Jen Psaki scid sepa- 
rately that was never the 
intention, complaining that 
impression was created by 
“inaccurate reporting.” 
Monday was the deadline 
for service organizations 
and state and local gov- 
ernments to apply for a 
share of $30 million in fed- 
eral money for “harm re- 
duction” efforts intended 
to prevent disease, injury 
and other collateral trau- 
ma to people addicted to 


illicit drugs. The original re- 
quest for funding proposals 
from the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services 
Administration had _ listed 
“safe smoking _ kits/sup- 
plies” among the items that 
could be purchased with 
taxpayer money. 

They were among a dozen 
categories that included 
overdose prevention drugs, 
medication lockboxes, test 
kits for infectious diseases, 
and syringe disposal con- 
tainers. The grant solicita- 
tion did not specifically 
mention pipes, although 
they can be part of safe 


A pouch containing crystalized methamphetamine and a 
homemade pipe are shown March 21, 2006, in Window Rock, 


Ariz. 


smoking kits. 

That triggered online re- 
ports that the Biden admin- 
istration was using federal 
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dollars to pay for “crack 
pipes.” Some Republican 
senators castigated the 
administration on Twitter.) 
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Working conditions for Border Patrol getting more attention 


By BEN FOX 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
strained Border Patrol is 
getting increased attention 
from the Biden administra- 
tion after tense meetings 
between — senior officials 
and the rank and file while 
the agency deals with one 
of the largest spikes in mi- 
gration along the U.S.-Mexi- 
co border in decades. 
Department of Homeland 
Security Secretary Alejan- 
dro Mayorkas, who over- 
sees the Border Patrol, laid 
out 19 ways to address 
working conditions after 
frosty receptions by agents, 
said Chris Magnus, the new 
commissioner of Customs 
and Border Protection. 
Mayorkas also pledged in 
a memo to push for more 
prosecutions of people ac- 
cused of assaulting CBP 
personnel in the course of 
their duties, an issue raised 
at a recent meeting in Lar- 
edo, Texas, and elsewhere, 
Magnus said Tuesday. 
“That's something — that 
agents in the field want to 
hear because assaults are 
on the uptick,” Magnus told 
The Associated Press. “We 
are not just seeing folks who 
are fleeing to the U.S. to 
get away from conditions. 
We are seeing smugglers, 
members of cartels, and 
drug organizations that are 
actively engaged in doing 
harm.” 


a 


U.S. Customs and Border Protection Commissioner Chris Magnus poses for a photograph during an 
interview in his office with The Associated Press, Tuesday, Feb. 8, 2022, in Washington. 


Efforts to deal with working 
conditions for agents come 
as President Joe Biden has 
been criticized across the 
political spectrum over im- 
migration. He has sought 
to reverse many hardcore 
policies of his predecessor 
but has come under fire 
over the situation at the 
border that could cause 
trouble for Democrats in 
the midterm elections. 

CBP encountered migrants 


from all over the world 
about 1.7. million times 
along the  U.S.-Mexico 


border last year. The to- 
tal, among the highest in 
decades, is inflated by re- 


peated apprehensions of 
people who were turned 
away, without being given 
a chance to seek asylum, 
under a public health or- 
der issued at the start of the 
pandemic. 

Immigration advocates 
have condemned the ad- 
ministration for not repeal- 
ing the public health order, 
known as Title 42, while crit- 
ics, including many Border 
Patrol agents, say a Biden 
policy of allowing children 
and families to stay in the 
country and pursue asylum 
has encouraged irregular 
migration. 

Magnus said the agents, 


Associated Press 


and the administration, 
are just trying to manage a 
complicated situation. 
“We're seeing folks that are 
encountering political con- 
ditions and violence, un- 
safe conditions to live and 
work, at unprecedented 
levels,” the former police 
chief of Tucson, Arizona, 
said in an interview, the 
first since he was sworn in 
Friday. “We've seen, for 
example, in places, earth- 
quakes or other environ- 
mental conditions. 

We're seeing vunprece- 
dented levels of poverty. All 
of these are things that are 
in many ways, you know, 


pushing migrants again at 
high levels to this country.” 
The administration has 
sought to address the 
cause of migration, includ- 
ing by increasing aid to 
Central America and re- 
starting a visa program that 
was ended under President 
Donald Trump. It has also 
sought assistance from 
other countries, including 
Mexico, to do more to stop 
or take in migrants. 

As the overall numbers 
have increased, and the 
administration has decid- 
ed to allow many families 
to stay and seek asylum 
in a process that can take 
years, some Border Patrol 
agents have grown dis- 
enchanted as they spend 
their shifts processing and 
transporting people, not 
out in the field. 

That frustration boiled over 
in Laredo as agents met 
late last month with Mayor- 
kas and Border Patrol Chief 
Raul Ortiz, who acknowl 
edged morale was at an 
“all-time low,” according 
to a leaked video pub- 
lished by the Washington 
Examiner. 

One agent complained 
about “doing nothing” 
except releasing people 
into the United States, re- 
ferring to the practice of 
allowing migrants to re- 
main free while their cases 
wind through immigration 
court.) 
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Police line-up at the Oregon State Capitol building where 
demonsirators gathered during the day Saturday, Nov 7, 2020, 


in Salem, Ore. 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The 
state of Minnesota has 
agreed to pay $825,000 
and change several poli- 
cies to settle a_ lawsuit 
brought by journalists who 
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said they were hurt or ha- 
rassed while covering pro- 
tests over the police kill- 
ings of George Floyd and 
Daunte Wright. 

The American Civil Liberties 


Journalists setile suit over mistreatment 
covering protests 


Union of Minnesota and 
the state’s Department of 
Public Safety announced 
the settlement Tuesday. 
It prohibits the Minnesota 
State Patrol from attack- 
ing journalists, arresting or 
threatening to arrest them, 
ordering them to disperse, 
seizing their equipment 
and more. 

It also calls for an indepen- 
dent review of all com- 
plaints alleging mistreat- 
ment of the media cover- 
ing those protests, and issu- 
ing body-worn cameras to 
all troopers by June. 
Several journalists reported 
being struck by less-lethal 
munitions, herded and de- 


tained while covering pro- 
tests. 

After Wright, a 20-year- 
old Black man, was shot 
and killed by an officer in 
Brooklyn Center in April, the 
city’s police station was sur- 
rounded for several nights 
by protesters. 

Tim Evans, a freelance pho- 
tographer, described to 
The Associated Press how 
officers surrounded = pro- 
testers after a 10 p.m. cur- 
few passed, then charged 
into the crowd and began 
pepper-spraying and tack- 
ling people. 

Evans said he was punched 
in the face, his credentials 
were torn off and an officer 


believed to be a Henne- 
pin County sheriff's deputy 
forced him to his stomach 
and knelt on his back. 
Other journalists posted 
photos and videos online 
showing police detaining 
them while checking their 
credentials, and in at least 
one case spraying chemi- 
cal irritants. 

The ACLU said other por- 
tions of the settlement re- 
quire that the State Patrol 
be trained on treatment of 
the media and First Amend- 
ment rights. 

Litigation continues against 
other defendants, includ- 
ing the city of Minneapolis 
and Hennepin County.) 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — Video 
of Dutch troops overseeing 
the torching of houses in an 
Indonesian village plays in 
one room of the Rijks Mu- 
seum in Amsterdam. A few 
meters away, a_ baby’s 
clothes sewn from book 
covers the only scraps of 
cloth the mother could find 
are laid out. 

The displays, which cast 
into stark relief two differ- 
ent elements of suffering, 
are part of a new exhibition 
at the national museum of 
the Netherlands. “Revolusi! 
Indonesia Independent” 
presents a multifaceted 
view of the violent birth of 
the Southeast Asian nation 
from the ashes of World 
War Il and three centuries 
of colonial rule. 

The array of baby clothes 
“doesn't show the violence 
directly, but it’s this indirect 
impact of the violence 
that’s been shown by these 
objects,” museum director 
Taco Dibbits told The As- 
sociated Press on Wednes- 
day. 

Indonesia’s War of Inde- 
pendence is shown through 
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An external view of the National Museum in Amsterdam with 
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New Dutch exhibition examines Indonesia’s independence 
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“Revolusi! Indonesia Independent”, Wednesday, Feb. 9, 2022. 


the eyes of 23 witnesses, 
ranging from a young In- 
donesian boy with a box 
of watercolors covertly 
painting troop movements 
in his hometown to famed 
photographer Henri Carti- 
er-Bresson’s iconic images 
of President Sukarno being 
sworn into office at the sul- 
tan’s palace in Yogyakarta 


on Dec. 17, 1949. 

The exhibit includes paint- 
ings, propaganda, video 
and photographs of the 
tumultuous transformation 
of the Dutch East Indies into 
Indonesia. 

The show is part of the Rijks 
Museum’s examination of 
the Netherlands’ colonial 
past that last year featured 
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a poster advertising the show, 
Associated Press 


a major exhibition on the 
country’s role in the global 
slave trade. 

“If you look at the Dutch 
educational system, the 
Indonesian independence 
is described from a Dutch 
perspective, and we feel it 
very important to continu- 
ously broaden our history,” 
Dibbits said. 


The exhibition, which will 
travel to Indonesia next 
year, was pulled together 
by four curators, two from 
the Netherlands and two 
from Indonesia. 

One of the Indonesian cu- 
rators, historian Bonnie Tri- 
yana, sparked controversy 
last month when he criti- 
cized the use of the word 
“bersiap” in the exhibition. 

“If we use the term ‘ber- 
siap’ in general to refer to 
violence against the Dutch 
during the revolution, — it 
takes on a strongly rac- 
ist connotation,” he wrote 
in Dutch newspaper NRC 
Handelsblad. 

The word, meaning “be 
ready,” is offen used in the 
Netherlands to refer to vio- 
lence by Indonesians in the 
early days of the indepen- 
dence struggle immedi- 
ately after the end of World 
War Il. 

One group has filed a 
complaint with police and 
prosecutors over use of the 
term, saying the museum 
“knowingly continues to 
use a term that stigmatizes 
Indonesians in a colonial 
way.”C) 


Italian police allegedly urged death for American suspects 


By FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 

ROME (AP) — Several mem- 
bers of Italy’s Carabinieri 
paramilitary police force 
called for the deaths or 
beatings of two American 
teenagers who were arrest- 
ed in the hours after an of- 
ficer’s slaying, Italian media 
reported Wednesday. 

A Carabinieri officer has 
been charged with using 
unjustified measures in han- 
dling a suspect for alleg- 
edly blindfolding one of the 
teens illegally as he await- 
ed questioning at a police 
station. Phone messaging 
chats involving several Car- 
abinieri hours after the July 
2019 arrests of the young 
tourists were introduced as 
evidence at the officer’s 
trial on Wednesday. 
Gabriel Natale-Hjorth and 
Finnegan Lee Elder, re- 
spectively 18 and 19 at the 
time of the slaying in Rome, 
were convicted last year 


of murder and given Italy's 
stiffest punishment life im- 
prisonment. An appeals tri- 
al for the two is scheduled 
to start in Rome on Thurs- 
day. Carabinieri Vice Briga- 
dier Mario Cerciello Rega, 
35, was stabbed 11 times 
by Elder, and his police 
partner was slightly injured 
ina scuffle with both defen- 
dants on a street near their 
hotel where the Americans 
were staying while on sum- 
mer holiday. 

At their trial, the Americans 
testified they were acting in 
self-defense against a pair 
of men they believed were 
thugs. Cerciello Rega’s 
partner testified that the 
two officers had identified 
themselves clearly as Cara- 
binieri but that they were 
immediately attacked 
without cause. The officers 
were on a plainclothes mis- 
sion to investigate an al 
leged extortion attempt by 
the Americans following a 


botched attempt to buy 
cocaine. Shortly after the 
suspects were arrested at 
their hotel, Natale-Hjorth 
was blindfolded with a 
scarf as he sat in a chair for 
questioning at a police sta- 
tion. A photo of the blind- 
folding, which is illegal and 
a violation of police proce- 
dure in Italy, circulated in 
the Italian media. 

On Wednesday, _ Italian 
newspaper Corriere della 
Sera quoted from. tran- 
scripts presented at the offi- 
cer’s trial of phone messag- 
ing chats involving several 
Carabinieri after the arrests. 
Some messages demand- 
ed that the Americans re- 
ceive the death penalty 
which Italy doesn't have 
or that they be put into a 
closed room and killed. An- 
other message suggested 
that the two be “dissolved 
in acid.” 

Still another message 
wished that the young men 


) 


er 
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Finnegan Lee Elder, right, shows a crucifix to co-defendant 
Gabriel Natale-Hjorth before a jury began deliberating their 
fate in their trial for the slaying of an ltalian plainclothes police 
officer on a street near the hotel where they were staying while 
on vacation in Rome in summer 2019, in Rome, on May 5, 2021. S 


would meet the same fate 
as an Italian man who was 
severely beaten in 2009 
while in Carabinieri custody 
and later died. Two Cara- 
binieri police officers were 
eventually convicted of in- 
voluntary homicide in that 
case and sentenced to 13 
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years in prison. 

Carabinieri officials = on 
Wednesday called the 
chat messages “offensive 
and abominable” and 
pledged to immediately 
discipline the officers in- 
volved, Italian news agen- 
cy Lapresse said.L) 
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U.N. court orders Uganda to pay Congo $325M for violence 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The _ Internation- 
al Court of Justice on 
Wednesday ordered Ugan- 
da to pay $325 million in 
compensation to Congo 
for violence in a long-run- 
ning conflict between the 
African neighbors that be- 
gan in the late 1990s. 

The compensation order 
came more than 15 years 
after the U.N. court ruled 
in a complex, 119-page 
judgment that fighting by 
Ugandan troops in Congo 
breached international 
law. 

“The court notes that the 
reparation awarded to the 
DRC for damage to per- 
sons and to property re- 
flects the harm suffered by 
individuals and communi- 
ties as a result of Uganda’s 
breach of its international 
obligations,” the court's 
president, U.S. judge Joan 
E. Donoghue, said. 

The sum awarded was well 
below the request for more 
than $11 billion in damages 
Congo had submitted to 
the court. 

The court broke down the 
compensation into differ- 
ent categories of damag- 


Congo’s President Laurent Kabila, left, is greeted by Uganda's President Yoweri Museveni upon his 
arrival at the airport in Entebbe, Uganda on Jan. 23, 1998. 


es. 
It assessed $225 million for 
“loss of life and other dam- 
age to persons” that in- 
cluded rape, conscription 
of child soldiers and the dis- 
placement of up to 500,000 
people. 

It assessed another $40 mil- 
lion for damage to property 
and $60 million for damage 


to natural resources, includ- 
ing the plundering of gold, 
diamonds, timber and oth- 
er goods by Ugandan forc- 
es or rebels they supported. 
The court ordered Uganda 
to pay the compensation 
in annual amounts of $65 
million. 

Henry Oryem Okello, Ugan- 
da’s minister of state for in- 
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ternational affairs, was not 
immediately available for 
comment. 

The case stemmed from 
years of bloody conflict in 
Congo's mineral-rich east. 
A dispute over land esca- 
lated and turned the Ituri 
region into the epicenter 
of a regional war in which 
Congo's neighbors backed 


different militias in their bat- 
tles for influence. 

The hostilities also spread 
west, including to the city 
of Kisangani, where Dono- 
ghue said the fighting was 
between Ugandan and 
Rwandan forces. 

Donoghue said the Inter- 
national Court of Justice’s 
December 2005 judgment 
established that “Uganda 
had committed acts of 
killing among the civilian 
population, had failed to 
distinguish between civilian 
and military targets, had 
not protected the civilian 
population in fighting with 
other combatants, and as 
an occupying power, had 
failed to take measures to 
respect and ensure respect 
for human rights and inter- 
national humanitarian law 


in entry.” 
The 2005 judgment also 
found that Congolese 


armed forces violated a 
treaty on diplomatic re- 
lations by attacking the 
Ugandan Embassy in Kin- 
shasa and abusing Ugan- 
dan diplomats at the 
embassy and at an inter- 
national airport. Uganda 
withdrew a compensation 
claim against Congo linked 
to those findings. L) 


Australia, Lithuania to unite in countering China pressures 


By ROD McGUIRK 
Associated Press 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 
— The foreign ministers of 
Australia and Lithuania 


agreed Wednesday to step 
Up cooperation on strate- 
gic challenges, in particu- 
lar pressures from China. 


Lithuania's Foreign Minister 
Gabrielius Landsbergis and 
his Australian counterpart 
Marise Payne met Wednes- 
day at Parliament House. 

Australian exporters have 
lost tens of billions of dol- 
lars to official and unoffi- 
cial Chinese trade barriers 


Australian Foreign Affairs Minister Marise Payne, right, and 
Lithuania's counterpart Gabrielius Landsbergis hold a press 
conference at Parliament House in Canberra, Australia, 


Wednesday, Feb. 9, 2022. 
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covering coal, wine, beef, 
crayfish and barley that 
have coincided with dete- 
riorating relations with Bei- 
jing. 

Lithuania, a country of 
2.8 million in the Baltic re- 
gion, more recently drew 
Beijing's ire after breaking 
with diplomatic custom 
by agreeing that Taiwan’s 
office in its capital Vilnius 
would bear the name Tai- 
wan instead of Chinese Tai- 
pei, a term used by other 
countries to avoid offend- 
ing Beijing. 

“For quite a while, Austra- 
lia was probably one of 
the main examples where 
China is using economy 
and trade as a political in- 
strument or, one might say, 
even as a political weap- 
on,” Landsbergis said. 
“Now Lithuania joins this 
exclusive club .. . but it is 
apparent that we're defi- 


nitely not the last ones,” he 
added. 

Payne said she agreed 
with Landsbergis on the 
importance of like-minded 
countries working together 
with a consistent approach 
to maintaining the interna- 
tional rules-based _ order, 
free and open trade, trans- 
parency, security and sta- 
bility. 

“There are many col- 
leagues with whom the for- 
eign minister (Landsbergis) 
and | work and engage on 
these issues .. . the more | 
think we are sending the 
strongest possible message 
about our rejection of co- 
ercion and our rejection of 


authoritarianism,” Payne 
said. 
Landsbergis welcomed 


Australia to World Trade 
Organization consultations 
over a complaint by the 
European Union accusing 


Beijing of holding up goods 
both from member na- 
tion Lithuania and from EU 
companies that use Lithu- 
anian components at Chi- 
na’s borders. 

“We need to remind coun- 
tries like China or any other 
country that would wish 
to use trade as a weapon 
that like-minded countries 
across the globe .. . have 
tools and regulations that 
help withstand the coer- 
cion and not to give in to 
... political and econom- 
ic pressures,” Landsbergis 
said. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Zhao Lijian 
said Tuesday that China 
was adhering to WTO rules 
in its dealings with § Lithu- 
ania. 

“The so-called ‘coercion’ 
of China against Lithuania 
is purely made out of thin 
air,” he said Tuesday.) 


Kerry calls for keeping power markets open in Mexico 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — USS. 
climate envoy John Ker- 
ry called Wednesday for 
more investment in clean 
energy and urged Mexico 
to keep its market “open 
and competitive” amid 
tensions over Mexico’s plan 
to favor its state-owned 
electricity Company and 
limit private and _ foreign 
firms that have invested in 
renewable power. 

“What we want to do is 
work with Mexico in a way 
that will strengthen ... the 
ability of the marketplace 
to be able to be open and 
competitive,” Kerry said 
during opening remarks on 
his visit to Mexico City. 

U.S. firms have complained 
bitterly about constitutional 
changes proposed by Pres- 
ident Andrés Manuel Lopez 
Obrador in October. Those 
changes are still held up 
in the Mexican Congress, 
where they need a two- 
thirds majority that Lépez 
Obrador hasn’t yet been 
able to pull together. 
Those changes would 
guarantee a majority mar- 
ket share for state-owned 
power plants that often 
burn dirty fuel oil or coal, 
while limiting private wind, 
natural gas and solar plants 
to a minority market share. 
Many U.S. companies op- 
erating in Mexico either 
invested in cleaner power 
plants themselves or rely on 
cheaper energy produced 
by them. 

Kerry offered U.S. financing 
and technology to boost 
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U.S. climate envoy John Kerry, left, bumps elbows with Mexican Foreign Minister Marcelo Ebrard 
during a photo opportunity on the sidelines of a meeting in Mexico City, Wednesday, Feb. 9, 2022. 


renewable energy and 
said, “We respect com- 
pletely the sovereignty of 
Mexico,” a nod to Lopez 
Obrador’s push to favor 
energy self-sufficiency and 
state-owned companies. 
Mexico has denied Lopez 
Obrador's proposed re- 
forms would violate Mex- 
ico’s —emissions-reduction 
pledges or the U.S.-Mexico 
Canada free trade pact, 
which prohibits favoring 
domestic industries over 
foreign investors. 

But the effects of Ldpez 
Obrador’s affection for fos- 
sil fuels is also an underly- 
ing issue. He often waxes 


nostalgic about his youth in 
the oil-rich Gulf coast state 
of Tabasco and has boost- 
ed investment in oil refiner- 
ies. Those refineries often 
produce dirty fuel oil as a 
byproduct, which has to 
be burned at government 
power plants because few 
other buyers want if any- 
more. 

The U.S. Embassy in Mexico 
expressed concerns about 
that on the eve of Kerry’s 
visit. 

“The government of the 
United States has repeat- 
edly expressed concern 
over Mexico's current pro- 
posal for the energy sec- 
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tor,” the embassy said in a 
statement. “Promoting the 
use of dirtier, antiquated 
and expensive technolo- 
gies over efficient renew- 
able alternatives would put 
consumers and the econ- 
omy in general at a disad- 
vantage.” 

Lépez Obrador sought to 
downplay the friction Tues- 
day, saying “there are op- 
portunities for investment. 
The only thing we want 
to do at the same time is 
strengthen the CFE,” Mex- 
ico’s state-owned Federal 
Electricity Commission. 

The commission runs plants 
that burn coal, fuel oil and 


natural gas, with some so- 
lar, nuclear and hydroelec- 
tric plants. 

The Mexican president de- 
nied Mexico didn’t want 
clean energy and suggest- 
ed the United States might 
offer funding for his plans to 
increase Mexico’s hydro- 
electric power capacity. 
“The thing is to reach agree- 
ments with the U.S. govern- 
ment on investmenis ... get- 
ting low-interest loans, at in- 
terest rates like they charge 
in the United States, that 
would be an investment in 
favor of the environment,” 
L6pez Obrador said. 

U.S. Secretary of Energy 
Jennifer M. Granholm. vis- 
ited Mexico in January 
and wrote that “In each 
meeting, we expressly con- 
veyed the Biden-Harris Ad- 
ministration’s real concerns 
with the potential negative 
impact of Mexico’s pro- 
posed energy reforms on 
U.S. private investment in 
Mexico,” adding, “The pro- 
posed reform could also 
hinder U.S.-Mexico joint ef- 
forts on clean energy and 
climate.” 

The bill submitted in Oc- 
tober would cancel con- 
tracts under which 34 pri- 
vate plants sell power into 
the national grid. The plan 
would also declare “illegal” 
an additional 239 private 
plants that sell energy di- 
rectly to corporate clients 
in Mexico. Almost all of 
those plants are run with re- 
newable energy sources or 
natural gas.L) 


Guatemala Mayan community argues 
before human rights court 


By SONIA PEREZ D. 
Associated Press 
GUATEMALA CITY (AP) — 
Lawyers for an Indigenous 
community in eastern Gua- 
temala made arguments 
before the Inter-American 
Court of Human Rights 
Wednesday in a case that 
could have far-reaching 
implications for Indigenous 
communities — throughout 
the Americas. 

The community of Agua 
Caliente, one of 16 Maya 
Q'eqchi’ communities in 
the El Estor municipality, is 
demanding that the Gua- 


temalan government give 
them title to their land and 
the right to determine how 
its natural resources are ex- 
ploited. 

“This case brings to the 
court, for the first time, a 
chance to rule on whether 
governments should act 
to recognize the rights of 
Indigenous peoples to per- 
manent sovereignty over 
their natural resources, as a 
principle of public interna- 
tional law,” said Leonardo 
Crippa, an attorney with 
the Indian Law Resource 
Center and one of those 


representing the commu- 
nity, in a statement. 

The plaintiffs expect that 
deliberations by the court 
seated in Costa Rica 
could take at least seven 
months. Mining operations 
and other exploitation of 
natural resources on Indig- 
enous lands are frequently 
sources of conflict in the 
Americas and that prob- 
lem is expected to grow as 
the pressure increases to 
produce valuable minerals 
needed for green energy 
initiatives, the center said. 
The cloudy ownership sta- 
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The nickel mine run by the Swiss-based Solway Investment 
Group stands next to Izabal Lake in El Estor in the northern coastal 
province of Izabal, Guatemala, Oct. 25, 2021. 


tus of lands near Lake Iza- 
bal has been the source of 
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disputes in the area for de- 
cades. L) 
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More than $150,000 in prizes 


The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba launched its 
amazing campaign: Mega Win Luxury Vacations! 


PALM BEACH — The Casino 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
just launched its amazing 
campaign: Mega Win Lux- 
ury Vacations! This cam- 
paign starts on February 1st 
till April 30th, 2022, where 


pees: ery ioe El = 


they will raffle dream va- 
cations to the newest ho- 
tels in the Caribbean: The 
Ritz-Carlton, Turks and Ca- 
icos and _ The St. Regis Ber- 
muda Resort. They will also 
raffle dream vacations to 


ARUBA’S MOST 


The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba and 
more prizes amongst their 
visitors. 


All members of The Casino 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
can participate in this cam- 
paign starting February Ist 
till April 30th. There will be 
3 drawing dates: Febru- 
ary 26th, March 26th and 
April 30th. A total of 10 fi- 
nalists will be selected on 
each drawing date and 
will qualify through the raf- 
fle tickets in the raffle box 
and through the MVP (Most 
Valuable Player) promo- 
tion. To participate is very 
easy: you need to be a 


CASINO EXPERIENCE 


THE CASINO at 


THE RITZ-CARLTON 


ARUBA 


2 


THE RITZ-CARLTON 


ARUBA 


member of The Casino VIP Club. For every 80 points you 
accumulate on slot play and every $40 dollars in Theoreti- 
cal Win on table play you will receive one ticket. In addi- 
tion you have the option to receive one free raffle ticket 
to participate by visiting one of our Restaurants at The 
Ritz-Carlton, Aruba. 

With every dinner purchase at Casa Nonna New York 
and BLT Steak, you will receive a voucher to participate. 
Simply present the restaurant voucher together with the 
dinner receipt at the Casino VIP Desk on the same night 
to redeem your raffle ticket. 


The prizes for this promotion will be as follows: 

* 3x vacations for two persons to The Ritz-Carlton, Turks 
and Caicos 

* 3x vacations for two persons to The St. Regis Bermuda 
Resort 

* 3x vacations for two persons to The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 

* 21 xslot credit prizes for a total of $52,500 


The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba keeps innovating 
by bringing exciting campaigns for their visitors who are 
always surprised and excited to participate. Additionally, 
The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba offers a thoughtful- 
ly-tiered player reward program called ‘Elevate’, featur- 
ing exclusive benefits and events for members. Members 
can earn points for both slot machines and table games 
and receive cash redemption from slot machine points, 
while accumulated table comps can be redeemed to- 
wards enjoying the hotel's celebrated amenities, includ- 
ing complimentary rooms nights, dining, and spa. 

The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba is known as the is- 
land's luxury casino where guests enjoy exceptional per- 
sonalized service, a great selection of table games and 
state-of-the-art slot machines for a casino experience like 
no other. 

For more information about the Mega Win Luxury Vaca- 
tions Campaign, the Elevate Tier Program and other pro- 
motions, visit us at The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
VIP Desk or call us at 527-2276/ 527-2277 and we will be 
delighted to assist you.L) 


ete 
pes 4g3 


» 4t Bie im» 


Fit2fly 


= 
la 


Live Music Pra—Sa G Sun 


COVID-19 DLV Tale 


Result in 30 minutes! 


PCR / Antigen Test 
SAME DAY RESULT! 


Testing Center 


NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite va- 
cation picture while enjoy- 
ing our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me is Send 


your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) fo: 
news @arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 
vacation memory. _ Isn’t 
that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submit- 


. 583-2666 
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Open Everyday 5PM - 11PM 


Spectacular Selling - all fables ever the wale r 
Bar snacks & drinks available 


\ 


Rese rvalie nS TeCommen ded 


www.pinchosaruba.com 


ting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give per- 
mission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated Companies to 
use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes with- 


MPG makes the New York Times’ real 
estate section for the fourth time 


ORANJESTAD — The international real 
estate section of the famed New York 
Times publications featured a house for 
sale in Aruba, on February 2nd, 2022. 
The article was titled House Hunting in 
Aruba: Three Bedrooms and a Pool for 
$1.1 Million. 


The article went on to quote a number 
of premier real estate agents on the 
iskand, among them Muna Habash, a 
broker and the owner of MPG Aruba 
Real Estate, who is regularly featured 
by the publication. 

According to Habash, the pandemic 
helped stimulate the housing market in 
Aruba, an island territory of the Nether- 
lands, in large part because it sits out- 
side of the hurricane belt in the south- 
erm Caribbean Sea, and has a relatively 
arid climate. 

Habash goes on to state that while Aru- 
ba doesn't publish official price statis- 
tics, the housing market had achieved 
some stability just before the pandem- 
ic's onset in March 2019, following sev- 
eral years of stagnation in the wake 
of the 2008 financial crisis. Whereas in 
mid-2019, the median price for a house 
in Aruba was about Awg 580,000 or 
about $321,000, according to CBS, the 
Central Bank of Aruba, the demand in- 
creased and prices went up, in the two 
subsequent yeors. 


Habash revealed that the market was 
holding steady at the onset of the pan- 
demic but as Covid!9 unfolded it start- 
ed to rise, and properties were sold very 
quickly and mostly at the asking price. 

Pandemic buyers flocked to the island, 
and Aruba has seen its home market 
bounce back. 

Habash informs that the majority of for- 
eign buyers in Aruba come from North 
America, and Canada, also a great 
number of European buyers, including 
Dutch. Most foreigners buy homes in 
the Noord area. 

There are no restrictions on foreign buy- 
ers in Aruba and many properties have 
“long leases,” which carry a reasonable 
price tag per year for new construction 
and last for around 60 years. Nonre- 
newal of a land lease is extremely rare. 
Properties, when not used, may be rent- 
ed out by many reputable manage- 
ment companies that will help owners 
with long-term or short-term rentals as 
well as the upkeep of their property. 
This additional income can pay for the 
property's upkeep while allowing own- 
ers to use it at their leisure. 

Most buyers use a civil law notary ap- 
pointed by the government to negoti- 
ate the purchase of a home, notaries 
on the island guide both parties to the 
closing with the same impartial position. 
Habash concludes that a three-bed- 
room, two-bath house close to ho- 


s= reservations@pinchosgrillaruba.com 


out compensation. 


Last but not least: check 
out our website, Instagram 
and Facebook page! 
Thank you for supporting 
our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again.L) 
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Muna Habash 
MPG Real Estate Aruba 
+297-5934647 
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tels and a beach area can now sell for $500,000 fo 
$750,000. Among Caribbean nations, the island has 
comparatively few properties on the beach, so they 
command a premium. The last one, in the Arashi 
Beach area, sold for $6.5 million and will require a to- 
tal renovation. 

With almost two decade of experience with real es- 
tate sales and financing on the island, MPG delivers 
expertise and the best professional advice to secure a 
successful transaction. MPG’s motivated and friendly 
staff quides buyers every step of the way during the 
purchase process. 


To read the article go to: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/02/realestate/aru 
ba-house-hunting.html 


A10|LOCAL 
THURSDAY 10 FEBRUARY 2022 


“Wings of Hope” will continue contributing in 2022 


ORANJESTAD - Aruba Air- 
port Authority N.V.’s (AAA) 
“Wings of Hope” (WoH) is 
proud to continue contrib- 
uting to the Aruban Com- 
munity in 2022. 


Sustainability is one of 
AAA's strategic pillars be- 
ing a guiding principle for 


the company. The United 
Nations’ Sustainable De- 
velopment Goals (SDGs) 
are anchored in the pur- 
pose, vision, values, and 
strategies of the organiza- 
tion. WOH’s 2022 goals are 
based on five of the SDGs: 
No Hunger, Education, 
Awareness, Environment/ 


Sustainable Airport Com- 
munity, and Partnership. 
This year, a total of 50 fami- 
lies will receive assistance 
through food vouchers 
once a month from Janvu- 
ary until December 2022, 
which will be distributed by 
the Directorate of Social 
Affairs (DSZ) as part WoH’s 
Hunger goal. 

As part of Education goal, 
50 students will receive as- 
sistance with their Back-to- 
school uniforms and sup- 
plies and 40 students will 
receive assistance’ with 
their yearly school fee. 

For WoH's Awareness goal, 
public schools will have the 
chance to participate in a 
school project champion 
competition where they will 
need to provide a sustain- 


able project plan with one 
of the SDGs as their primary 
goal. The winning school 
will receive AWG 20,000.00 
to execute their plan. 

As part of the Environment/ 
Sustainable Airport Com- 
munity goal, WoH will in- 
volve the airport commu- 
nity partners in a beach 
cleanup and SDG aware- 
ness walk/run of which alll 
proceeds will go towards 
the projects of 2 founda- 
tions. 

As a special Senior recogni- 
tion project, WoH will part- 
ner up with a senior home 
and together plan a proj- 
ect or activity for 2022. 

The Partnership goal will in- 
clude a media campaign 
to create a local aware- 
ness for the SDGs and WoH 


in general. 

“Our primary focus remains 
our direct contribution to 
the Sustainable Develop- 
ment Goals (SDGs) as set 
by the United Nations. 
Wings of Hope has positive- 
ly contributed to the Aru- 
ban Community through 
its various projects which is 
certainly an accomplish- 
ment and a reason to be 
proud of. Through WOH, 
AAA hopes to positively in- 
fluence other companies 
to also take a step towards 
making a difference and 
assisting those who need 
it most whilst working to- 
wards a more sustainable 
approach”, said Director 
Health, Safety and Sustain- 
ability and WOH leader An- 
geline Flemming.L) 


New buoys installed 


ORANJESTAD - In Novem- 
ber 2021, the Minister of 
Tourism and Public Health, 
Dangui Oduber, an- 
nounced the installation of 
new buoys and replacing 
older buoys. 


The Aruba Tourism Authority 
(ATA) financed this project, 
and Varadero completed 
it. 

This project is an essential 
element for the safety of 
our tourism. The buoys pro- 
vide security to those who 


swim in Our sea. 

They installed the new 
buoys in Arashi, Malmok, 
Tres trapi, Palm Beach, and 
Costa Linda and repaired 
or replaced old buoys if 
possible. 

The Government's policy is 
to focus on quality tourism 
that spends lots of money 
in the economy of Aruba. 
That is why it focuses on 
“High-Value Low Impact 
Tourism”. These visitors earn 
over $150.000.00 annually 
and respect Aruba's na- 


ture and cultural values. 
They will also invest in the 
product Aruba to offer our 
guests the best experience 
possible. 

Another ongoing project 
is the Baby Beach Prom- 
enade and the recon- 
struction of the staircase at 
Rodgers Beach. A recently 
announced project is the 
third phase of the Malmok 
Boardwalk. 

Minister Oduber is grateful 
to the ATA who made the 
funds available for these 


enhancement 
Aruba's tourism is recover- 
ing, and soon we will reach 


projects. 


a 100% recovery. Tourism is 
the principal driver of our 
economy.l] 


Horizon Europe Workshop: 


ORANJESTAD - Recenily, 
local experts, the business 
community, and NGOs at- 
tended the “Horizon Eu- 
rope Workshop”. The Euro- 
pean Union, the Uruguayan 
Agency for International 
Cooperation (AUCI), the 


University of Aruba, and the 
Department of Economic 


Affairs, Commerce and In- 
dusiry organized this work- 
shop, led by Mr. Humprey 
Vrolijk. 


Horizon Europe is a finan- 
cial program of the Euro- 
pean Union for Research 
and Innovation to_ fortify 
the scientific and techno- 


an important 


logical basis and promote 
the level of competitive- 
ness of member states. For 
the period 2021-2021, this 
program has a budget of € 
95.5 million available. 

The Minister of Economic 
Affairs, Geoffrey Wever, 
gave a speech indicating 
the opportunities provided 
to Aruba with this program 
to academic _ institutions, 
businesses, Government or- 
ganizations, and Non-Gov- 
ernment organizations that 
can qualify for these funds 
to finance their research 
and innovation projects. 
The Minister stated that Re- 
search & Innovation” is the 
key to managing substanti- 
ated development. There- 
fore it is essential to use 
the research findings when 


opportunity for Aruba 


formulating decisions for 
management and invest- 
ments to have a real im- 
pact. The system in which 
we operate changes rap- 
idly, and this is what makes 
innovation and research 
essential”. The workshop 
addressed the variety of 
innovation and research 
programs and how Aruba 
could qualify and apply for 
these funds. 

As the Minister responsible 
for economic affairs and 
sustainable development, 
he firmly believes in Re- 
search and Innovation as a 
tool to help reach more sus- 
tainable economic growth. 
Aruba can not continue on 
the same track of unsus- 
tainable economic devel- 
opment as has been done 


for the past 30 years. Our 
financial funds are limited 
hence it is essential to ex- 
plore and use other funds 
sources. 

Horizon Europe is a great 
opportunity for academics, 
commerce, and NGOs. 


About Horizon Europe 

This research and innova- 
tion program of the Ev- 
ropean Union started this 
year and runs until 2027. It 
has a budget of 95.5 bil- 
lion Euros to be used for the 
many subprograms. 
Addressed themes are, and 
others, climate change, 
resilience, clean energy, 
biodiversity. The main ob- 
jective is to create new 
economic growth and em- 
ployment for the future.) 
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4 ways to tame financial stress and save for retirement 


By ELIZABETH AYOOLA 

of NerdWallet 

Maybe you feel like you 
don't earn enough. Or you 
don't understand how in- 
vesting works. Or maybe 
you can't organize your fi- 
nances. These are factors 
that can lead to financial 
stress and set back your re- 
tirement savings. 

A lack of assets and money 
management challenges 
are contributing factors to 
high levels of financial anxi- 
ety and stress, according 
to a 2021 report called Fi- 
nancial Anxiety and Stress 
Among U.S. Households 
from the FINRA Investor 
Education Foundation and 
Global Financial Literacy 
Excellence Center. 

“We also find that financial 
anxiety and stress can have 
long-term consequences: 
those who are financially 
anxious and stressed are 
less likely to plan for retire- 
ment,” the report says. 
Sometimes when people 
are worried about some- 
thing financial, they just ig- 
nore it, says Adam Frank, 
a certified financial plan- 
ner and registered invest- 
ment advisor based in Los 
Angeles. “But the problem 
is, the longer you wait to 
start investing or continue 
investing for retirement, the 
more you have to do later,” 
Frank says. 


Photo of Andrew Jackson on a $20 bill is shown, Friday, Jan. 28, 
2022, in Cleveland. 


STRATEGIES FOR REDUCING 
FINANCIAL STRESS 

If financial stress is affecting 
your ability to save for re- 
tirement, you may have to 
work longer and you may 
also risk running out of mon- 
ey in retirement. But getting 
started as soon as you can 
could help you reach your 
retirement goals faster. 

If you're anxious about your 
ability to save for the future, 
here’s how you can man- 
age those feelings and get 
on track. 

1. CREATE A REALISTIC BUD- 
GET 

“The first thing will be to get 
organized — you know, the 
big, bad B word, it gets a 
bad rap, it’s budgeting,” 
says Lauryn Williams , a Dal- 
las-based CFP and Olym- 
pic medalist in both wom- 
en’s track and field sprint 
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and two-woman bobsled. 

Budgeting can help you 
save more, because you'll 
learn where your money is 
going, which can free up 
opportunities to shift your 
priorities. Williams suggests 
creating a “bucket bud- 
get,” which is a set amount 
you can spend in each 
financial category. Ex- 
amples of buckets include 
household items, recurring 
bills and entertainment. Re- 
tirement can be a bucket, 
too. “It’s not accounting 
for every single penny, (or) 
every single transaction, 
which can be really over- 
whelming and create more 
financial stress, especially 
if you’re doing it on your 
own,” she says. 

Another budgeting tip 
Maggie Gomez, a CFP 
based in Orlando, Florida, 


suggests is downsizing, so 
you have more money 
to pump into retirement 
savings. For instance, you 
could get a less-expensive 
car or get a roommate to 
cut housing costs. 

“You're not reducing the 
quality of your life. You're 
giving yourself a better fu- 
ture, and it’s not going to 
be much longer until you 
really feel those rewards,” 
she says. 

2. TAKE INVENTORY OF 
YOUR RETIREMENT SAVINGS 
Financial advisors suggest 
you take inventory of all 
your retirement accounts. 
If you have old IRAs and 
401(k) accounts, Frank sug- 
gests rolling them over, éi- 
ther into your current 401 (k) 
or an IRA. This way, you 
have aclear picture of how 
much you have, which will 
help inform how much you 
need to save. 

If you can save for retire- 
ment but are still falling be- 
hind, Frank suggests auto- 
mating payments. 

“If that means putting $500 
a month towards your IRA 
and treating it like a bill, 
you’re going to max out 
your IRA,” he says. 

3. TRACK YOUR PROGRESS 
Feeling like you aren't mak- 
ing headway can trigger 
more financial stress. Go- 
mez says you could track 
your accounts as you con- 


tribute. Seeing the prog- 
ress you're making could 
evoke positive feelings and 
remind you that you're in- 
vesting in your future, she 
says. She also advises peo- 
ple to manage their ex- 
pectations and not expect 
tremendous growth during 
the early days of investing. 
“When you first start invest- 
ing, the majority of your ac- 
count’s growth is going to 
come from your own de- 
posits versus from market 
returns. So the more money 
you can put into the ac- 
count sooner, the more 
your account will com- 
pound,” she says. 

4. ASK FOR HELP IF YOU 
NEED IT 

To help relieve financial 
stress, Williams suggests be- 
ing transparent about your 
situation with a_ financial 
advisor or financial thera- 
pist, friends or family. 
“Simply opening up and 
saying, ‘| don’t know how 
401(k)s work’ can help al 
leviate financial stress be- 
cause one of your friends 
might do the 401(k) all the 
time,” she says. 

Getting clear about what 
you don’t know and fill- 
ing those information gaps 
could help you gain a 
better understanding of 
your financial situation so 
you can move forward 
confidently.) 


Senators call for gas tax suspension to blunt rising prices 
+ "6S ae 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Some 
Democratic senators on 
Wednesday called for sus- 
pending the federal gas 
tax for the remainder of 
the year to help consum- 
ers struggling with rising fuel 
prices. 

The legislation from Sens. 
Mark Kelly of Arizona and 
Maggie Hassan of New 
Hampshire could prove 
popular during an election 
year in which the average 
price of gas nationally, ac- 
cording to AAA, exceeds 
about $3.45 a gallon and 
could go higher during 
peak driving season. Four 
other Democratic senators 
quickly signed on as co- 
sponsors. Still, the bill faces 
an uphill fight to become 
law.Kelly said gas prices are 
putting a strain on families 


Fuel is pumped into a vehicle, Thursday, June 14, 2012, in Miami. 


that need to fill up the tank 
to get to work and school. 

The federal gas tax has re- 
mained at 18.4 cents per 
gallon since 1993. The mon- 
ey goes into a trust fund 
that helps pay for highway 
construction projects and 


public transit. The bill would 
require the Treasury Depart- 
ment to transfer general 
funds into the trust fund to 
make up for the lost gas tax 
revenue and keep the trust 
fund solvent, likely requiring 
additional borrowing. 


Associated Press 


“We need to continue to 
think creatively about how 
we can find new ways to 
bring down costs, and this 
bill would do exactly that, 
making a tangible differ- 
ence for workers and fami- 
lies,” Hassan said. 


The bill also would require 
the Treasury Department 
to monitor whether oil and 
gas companies are passing 
along the savings to con- 
sumers and encourages 
the department's secretary 
to take enforcement ac- 
tions to ensure they do. 
Over the years, lawmak- 
ers have visited the idea of 
suspending the gas tax but 
did not generate enough 
support to get their bill 
over the finish line. Legisla- 
tion introduced last year 
in the House has support 
from some Republicans. It 
seeks to suspend the gas 
tax until all emergency 
health orders related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic are 
lifted or for six months after 
the bill is enacted into law, 
whichever is longer.) 
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- ree 5 Slow- Yesterday's answer 
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ale? 18 Brooklyn 


onstage = § Mink’s 
team 


14 Director cousin 
Martin 7 Cobblers 20 Easy run sia 
16 Director kin 21Get news 33 lbsen's 
of home 


Wes 
20 Greek 34 Musical 
letters work 
23 Blyd.’s kin 35 Colors 
36 Travel aid 


24 Sports 
Suman 37 Outback 
bird 


25 Sound of 

oe 38 Sister, of 

27 Crew il 
need 

28 Dead 
ducks 

29 Director 
Francois 

32 Director 
Clint 

36 Threat 

39 Guessing 
game for 
kids 

40 Diverts 

41 Rotate 

42 Fourth- 
down 
plays 

43 Throw 


30 Banquet 
31 Cube's 


8 Mess up 
9 "You bet!" 22 Pale tan 
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needs look 
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1? Cooking 28Neon 
mint and 
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Yesterday’s Cryvptuquete: IN EVERY MAN'S 
HEART THERE IS A SECRET NERVE THAT 
ANSWEES TO THE VIBRATIONS OF BEAUTY — 
CHRISTOPHER MOR)]EY 
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Trees grow on forest land adjacent to Mount Rainier National Park on Monday, Nov. 23, 2015, 


near Ashford, Wash. 
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Report: Corporate climate pledges are 
weaker than they seem 


By CATHY BUSSEWITZ 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Many 
of the world’s largest com- 
panies are failing to take 
significant enough steps to 
meet their pledges to vastly 
reduce the impact of their 
greenhouse gas emissions 
in the decades ahead. 
That’s the conclusion of a 
new report by the NewCli- 
mate Institute, an environ- 
mental organization that 
works to combat global 
warming. Its researchers, 
who examined the actions 
of 25 companies, conclud- 
ed that many of them are 
misleading consumers by 
using accounting  prac- 
tices that make their envi- 
ronmental goals relatively 
meaningless or are exclud- 
ing key parts of their busi- 
nesses in their calculations. 
The companies have 
pledged to make their 
emissions reductions or 
to offset their emissions 
through such techniques as 
planting carbon-capturing 
forests over self-imposed 


Beautiful Latin Girls . 
sn & i 
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periods ranging from 2030 
to 2050. 

The authors chose to study 
corporate giants, includ- 
ing Amazon and Walmart, 
which made bold  cli- 
mate pledges and who, 
because of their size, are 
seen as especially influen- 
tial. In recent years, large 
corporations have increas- 
ingly adopted pledges to 
significantly reduce their 
carbon footprints a prior- 
ity of growing importance 
to many of their customers, 
employees and investors. 
NewClimate Institute con- 
cluded that even though 
many companies have 
pledged to reach net-ze- 
ro emissions, the 25 com- 
panies they studied have 
collectively committed to 
reduce emissions by about 
40% not the 100% that 


people might be led to be- 
lieve from the companies’ 
net-zero or carbon-neutral 
pledges. 

“We were frankly surprised 
and disappointed at the 
integrity of 


overall the 


companies’ claims” said 
Thomas Day of NewCli- 
mate Institute, one of the 
study’s lead authors. “Their 
ambitious-sounding head- 
line claims all-too-often 
lack real substance, which 
can mislead both consum- 
ers and the regulators that 
are core to guiding their 
strategic direction. Even 
companies that are doing 
relatively well exaggerate 
their actions.” 

Among the 25 companies 
the researchers studied, 24 
relied too heavily on car- 
bon offsets, which are rife 
with problems, the report 
said. That’s because car- 
bon offsets often rely on 
carbon removal ventures 
such as reforestation proj- 
ects. 

These projects suck up car- 
bon but are not ideal solu- 
tions because forests can 
be razed or destroyed by 
wildfires, re-releasing car- 
bon into the air. 

The report called Ama- 
zon’s goal of net-zero car- 
bon by 2040 unsubstanti- 
ated. It said it was unclear 
whether Amazon’s goal 
referred solely to carbon 
dioxide emissions or to alll 
greenhouse gases. The 
report also said it was not 
clear to what degree Am- 
azon planned to reduce 
its Own emissions, as Op- 
posed to buying carbon 
offset credits which rely on 
nature-based solutions. L] 
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Classifieds 


HTTA 

For our clients 

Looking to Buy 

Marriott Ocean or Surf Club 
Platinum weeks all views 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Do you whant to sell your 
Time - Share or Condo in 
Aruba 

Contact the experts 37 years 
doing 

Honest business 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba. 
com 


HTTA 

Divi Village resort 

Eagle beach 

Studio week 4 room#8203 

31 weeks remain $7 K 

2 BR Week 4 room #2359/2360 
25 weeks remain $10 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi village resort 

Eagle beach 

Studio week 5 room #8105 
15 weeks remain $7 K 
Studio week 6 room #6202 
16 weeks remain $7 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

Studio week 5 room # 2123 
23 weeks remain $7K 

1 Bedroom week 5 room # 
2321 

30 weeks remain $ 8 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village Golf 

Eagle beach 

1 BR week 6 room # 2201 
18 weeks remain $ 8 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR Week #7 room # 2516 
Garden view 

Price : $11,500 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 
Eagle Beach 

1 BR week 7 room #336 A 
Pool/ Ocean view $ 10 K 

Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Barcelo resort 

Palm beach 

All inclusive 

3 BR week 6 and 7 

Top floor 

Price : $ 80 K both weeks 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo For sale 

Tierra del sol Golf 
Comunity gate 

3 BR, 2 1/2 bath 

Ocean view with garage 
Price : $450 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


FOR RENT OR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 
Rent / Sale 
P/O view wks 2 & 4-11, 1 bedr 
wks 1,6,8,9,11,31,32,52,53 
2 bedr 
wks can be switched 
Call 941 343 1088 USA 
215083 


ARUBA 
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IS MORE 
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House For Sale 

Savaneta near sea rover 

3 min walk to the water 

4 Bedeoom 3 bath on a 400m2 
Proporty land 

Price : $220 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Le vent 

Eagle beach 

2 BR, 2 Bath ground floor 
$650 K 

3 BR, 2 bath ground floor 
$800 K 

3 BR, 3 bath ground floor 
$1 Million 

3 BR , 3 1/2 bath 5 th floor 
$1,1Million 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House For sale 

Lago height 10min drive 
To baby beach 

3 BR ,2 bath 

Price $145 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Dutch Village 

1 BR Week 8 room #14 

5 weeks $ 4K 

Studio week 7 room # 33 

10 weeks remain $ 5 K 

Studio week 8 room # 33 

22 weeks remain $6 K 

1 BR week 7/8 room #89 

7/5 weeks remain $4 K each 

Call:001-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
215086 
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For Sale by Owner 

Caribbean Palm Village Resort 

Wk 50-2BR/28th, $1,900 

Wks 51852-/2BR/28th, $2,900 

Wks 51&52/1BR/2Bth, $1,900 

Wk 52-1BR/2Bth, $2,500 

Wk 11-2BR/2Bth, $1,900 

Wk 12-1 BR/2Bth, $1,200 

Wk 13-2 BR/2Bth, $1,300 

Contact: 

sales.aruba@hotmail.com 
215061 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (17k); 
Week 5/1315 (19k); 
Week 8/1113 (18k); 
Week 8/1409 (18k); 
Week 9/1218 (16k); 
Week 10/1207 (16k 
Week 13/1509 (13k 
Week 14/1308 (13k 
Week 15/1217 (10k 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890 
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Violence Against Women 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Oduber Tel. 582 1780 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


IA1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
|Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
\Tel. 582 4433 


(Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Ally Sheedy savors nuanced TV role in ‘Single Drunk Female’ 


By LYNN ELBER 

AP Television Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ally 
Sheedy’s career boasts 
hit movies including “The 
Breakfast Club” and 
“WarGames,” an award- 
wining turn in the indie film 
“High Art” and a string of 
TV roles scattered over the 
years. 

While Sheedy often re- 
turned to television be- 
tween big-screen projects, 
she was unaware of how 
many innovative shows 
had joined the ranks of 
the conventional. Then the 
2020 pandemic lockdown 
arrived. 

“| downloaded Hulu and 
HBO Max and Netflix and 
all this stuff that | never ac- 
tually watched. | suddenly 
got an education on the 
streaming platforms,” she 
said in an interview. 

When the script for Free- 


form’s “Single Drunk Fe- 
male” came her way, 
Sheedy said, “it felt like 


of a piece with the kinds 
of shows | had been able 
to watch....1 suddenly un- 
derstood, ‘Oh, | see why 
a show like this could be 
made.’” 

Inthe dark comedy, Sheedy 
plays mom Carol to the title 
character, 20-something, 
newly recovering alcoholic 
Samantha (Sofia  Black- 
D'Elia). There’s no sugar- 
coating, with characters 
whose vulnerabilities are 
on full display as Samantha 
is forced to move back in 
with her mom. 

The pair's relationship — is 
“very fluid and messy, which 


i ¥ 


This image released by Freeform shows Ally Sheedy in a scene from “Single Drunk Female.” 


is what | love,” Sheedy said 
during a Q&A with TV crit- 
ics. “I love Sofia. So, going 
to work every day was an 


absolute joy.” 
Black-D’Elia (“The Night 
Of,” “Gossip Girl”) de- 


scribed the mother-daugh- 
ter dynamic as “‘complicat- 
ed and funny and weird 
and nuanced in a way that 
| think any girl with a mother 
can understand and relate 
to, and it’s really fun doing 


it with Ally.” 
The layered approach 
immediately attracted 


Sheedy to the 10-episode 
series that’s in its first season 
on cable channel Freeform 


(10 p.m. EST Thursday) and 
on Hulu. Creator Simone 
Finch based it on her expe- 
rience as ad young woman. 
Carol is “a woman of many 
contradictions,” Sheedy 
said. “She wasn’t written as 
any kind of quote-unquote 
mom, or ‘disaster of a 
mom.’ There were so many 
complexities and levels to 
her, and the dynamic with 
the daughter....was really 
interesting and with a lot of 
places that it could go.” 

Does Sheedy see parallels 
between contemporary TV 
and indie movies such as 
1998's “High Art’? In that 
film, Sheedy played a a 
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drug-addicted photogra- 
pher in a relationship with 
a younger woman, earn- 
ing an Independent Spirit 
Award for best female 
lead. 

“Yes, as a matter of fact,” 
she told The Associated 


Press. “There was a mo- 
ment, maybe extended 
moments (into) the late 


‘90s, when indie film was 
developing and fruitful.” 

The films included “a lot of 
roles that were written for 
women outside of the box,” 
she said, with writer-direc- 
tor Lisa Cholodenko’s “High 
Art” among them. Sheedy 
sees the same happening 


in TV’s current wave, bene- 
fiting creators and viewers. 
“There are so many sto- 
ries that | wouldn’t just say 
need to be told, but are 
being asked for from a very 
broad audience,” she said. 
Sheedy, who lives in New 
York, is putting her experi- 
ence to work on screen 
and in the classroom. She’s 
in her fourth year of teach- 
ing a film acting class that 
she developed for City Col- 
lege of New York's theater 
and speech department. 
The most-asked questions 
she gets are unrelated to 
Hollywood glamor or gos- 
sip. 

“How did you figure out 
what to do on a film set? 
How did you know how to 
do this, that or the other 
thing?’” Sheedy recount- 
ed. She says they'll learn 
on the job, as she did, but 
there’s practical as well as 
artistic guidance she can 
offer. 

Sheedy also appreciates 
how much has changed 
since her career began. 
Virtual classes during COV- 
ID required students to rely 
on smartphone cameras 
instead of the real deal, 
which she realized was a 
boon for developing skills 
including lighting and edit- 
ing along with acting. 
“They really do have a kind 
of limitless horizon as far 
as what they want to do,” 
Sheedy said. “They can 
write stuff, they can film 
stuff, they can post it. They 
can collaborate and cre- 
ate something and put it 
out there. This is all new.”L) 
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This Feb. 1, 1993 file photo shows Pop superstar Michael Jackson 
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performing during the halftime show at the Super Bowl in 


Pasadena, Calif. 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

A biopic about Michael 
Jackson is in the works from 
Oscar-winning “Bohemian 
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Rhapsody” producer Gra- 
ham King and “Gladiator” 
screenwriter John Logan. 
Lionsgate will handle the 
worldwide distribution of 


Michael Jackson film coming from 
Bohemian Rhapsody producer 


the film, the studio’s chair 
Joe Drake said Monday. 

The studio said that the film 
will give, “an in-depth por- 
trayal of the complicated 
man who became the King 
of Pop” and that it will bring 
to life his “most iconic per- 
formances as it gives an 
informed insight into the 
entertainer’s artistic pro- 
cess and personal life.” 
Also producing are John 
Branca and John McClain, 
who are co-executors the 
Michael Jackson estate. 


The Jackson business has 
been on the upswing of 
late, including the recently 
launched Broadway musi- 
cal “ MJ: The Musical,” fol- 
lowing a series of Court vic- 
tories that brought an end 
to serious legal crises. 

The 2019 HBO documen- 
tary “ Leaving Neverland “ 
raised child molestation al- 
legations anew. 

The once-dead lawsuits 
brought by the two men 
featured in it had been 
revived by changes in the 


law. And a decision in the 
estate’s appeal of a $700 
million tax bill was taking 
years to arrive. Bothaccus- 
ers’ lawsuits were dismissed 
and a ruling in the tax case 
slashed the bill dramati- 
cally. 

The two men featured in 
the documentary are ap- 
pealing the dismissals of 
their lawsuits. HBO has de- 
fended “Leaving Never- 
land” as a valid and impor- 
tant piece of documentary 
journalism. L) 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 

AP Basketball Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Kevin 
Durant still can't play, Kyrie 
Irving still can only play part 
of the time and the Brook- 
lyn Nets have’ tumbled 
down the standings. 

With the NBA trade dead- 
line looming, James Harden 
has dominated headlines. 
LeBron James and Anthony 
Davis have battled injuries 
and the Los Angeles Lakers 
have been inconsistent alll 
season. 

In L.A., it's Russell Westbrook 
in the news. 

Now the expected NBA 
Finals contenders who in- 
stead may be play-in round 
bound, face a decision be- 
fore Thursday's deadline: 
Stand pat with the belief 
that all they need to save 
them is the rosters they al- 
ready have, or make a 
move? 

"I've always felt like, listen, | 
don't really like to play fan- 
tasy basketball. So this is the 
group that we have go- 
ing into the deadline, then 
we'll be ready to take on all 
challenges that this season 
has given us," James said. 
"If there is an opportunity — 
I've said this every year — if 
there is an opportunity for 
you to get better, then you 
explore those options." 
One of those opportunities 
ends Thursday afternoon. 
Some teams have already 
taken advantage, with 
the Cleveland Cavaliers, 
Los Angeles Clippers and 
New Orleans Pelicans mak- 
ing trades that could help 
them make playoff pushes. 
Of those teams, only the 
surprising Cavaliers are in 
what would normally be 
a good playoff position at 
this point in the season. But 
with coronavirus pauses 
unsettling some teams ear- 
lier in the season and the 
play-in keeping hopes alive 
for later, teams that may 
otherwise have considered 
themselves out of conten- 
tion may still believe they're 
in the running. 

That seemed to be the case 
in New Orleans, where the 
Pelicans acquired CJ Mc- 
Collum from Portland on 
Tuesday to strengthen a 
team that would have en- 
tered the day five games 
out of the eighth and final 
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With NBA trade deadline looming, Nets, Lakers weigh options 


Brooklyn Nets guard James Harden, left, and guard Kyrie Irving watch from the bench during the second half of an NBA basketball 


game against the Phoenix Suns, Tuesday, Feb. 1, 2022, in Phoenix. 


Western Conference play- 
off spot in the old format, 
but instead occupied 10th 
and was trending upward. 
The Trail Blazers had al- 
ready dealt Norman Pow- 
ell and Robert Covington 
to the Clippers, who hold 
that eighth spot but would 
be dangerous no mat- 
ter where they are if Paul 
George and Kawhi Leon- 
ard can return from injuries 
later this season. 

Even the Sacramento 
Kings, who fired coach 
Luke Walton and were 15 
games under .500, were 
still only a couple games 
out of a play-in spot when 
they agreed to a deal with 
Indiana to have two-time 
All-Star Domantas Sabonis 
packing his bags for Calli- 
fornia. 

The teams in seventh 
through 10th place in each 
conference qualify for the 
play-in, giving themselves 
an opportunity to win their 
way into the postseason. 
The Nets were never ex- 
pected to be there. 

Yet they have fallen to 
eighth in the East after 
falling 126-91 to Boston 
on Tuesday for their ninth 


straight loss. 

They are 2-10 since Durant 
sprained his left knee, an 
injury that could keep him 
out until after the All-Star 
break. With Irving ineligible 
to play in home games be- 
cause he is not vaccinated 
against COVID-19 as man- 
dated by New York City, 
it's placed a heavy burden 
on Harden. He has missed 
the last three games with 
left hamstring tightness and 
seemed frustrated before- 
hand. 

Harden can become a free 
agent after the season and 
there have been reports 
the Nets, instead of risk- 
ing losing him for nothing, 
could trade him to Philadel- 
phia in a package for Ben 
Simmons, who has sat out 
all season. But coach Steve 
Nash said Sunday that the 
Nets wouldn't trade the AIll- 
Star guard. 

Nash said Tuesday he didn't 
expect a different version 
of the Nets after Thursday. 
"Honestly, | think we'll be ex- 
actly the same," he said. "l 
think the chances of trades 
or deals happening before 
the deadline are so slim, 
especially for our group. 


So my mind and attention 
is on this group and putting 
this thing together as guys 
become healthy again 
and trying to build it for the 
stretch run." 

The Nets may believe that 
Durant, Harden and Irving 
are good enough to lead 
them to a tithe no matter 
where they are seeded, 
and that may be true. 

But they have played so 
few games together in 
more than a year since 
Harden was acquired that 
simply relying on their su- 
perstars' availability is a risk. 
Same with the Lakers, who 
won a title in 2020. But with 
James missing 17 games 
and Davis 21 this season, 
they are under .500 through 
55 games. 

Westbrook has been 
benched at the end of 
some games, but it's hard 
for the Lakers to know if 
their roster makeup is their 
problem when they've had 
so few chances to see it. 
Even if those big names 
aren't dealt, there could 
still be reliable players avail- 
able. 

Toronto acquired Goran 
Dragic when it lost Kyle 
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Lowry to Miami but the 
veteran point guard hasn't 
been playing for the Rap- 
tors. Indiana's trade of Ca- 
ris LeVert to Cleveland fol- 
lowed by the deal with the 
Kings could prove a willing- 
ness by the Pacers to keep 
dealing. 

The Cavs were thrilled to 
add LeVert, who the Pacers 
had acquired last January 
in the multiteam trade that 
landed Harden in Brooklyn. 
The Nets haven't turned 
into the powerhouse that 
was expected, leaving the 
East race wide open with- 
out a clear-cut favorite. 
That could leave plenty 
of teams thinking like the 
Cavs, who recognized the 
time to make a run could 
be now. 

"I'm sure when the season 
started guys never thought 
about this or having a 
championship mentality or 
mindset," said Rajon Rondo, 
a two-time NBA champion. 
"But now it's time to flip the 
switch and understand we 
want some respect and 
that we will have to go get 
it in the playoffs, but never- 
theless we can compete 
with anyone.'"L) 
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Jacobellis finally wins Olympic gold medal, 1st for U.S. 


By BERNIE WILSON 

AP Sports Writer 

BEIJING (AP) — _ Lindsey 
Jacobellis is finally an Olym- 
pic gold medalist. 

Let that sink in for a mo- 
ment because Jacobellis 
has been trying for 16 years. 
Jacobellis heloed make the 
wild sport of snowboard- 
cross famous. Who could 
forget her premature cele- 
bration as she approached 
the finish line in the 2006 
Turin Games, an. ill-timed 
board grab that sent her 
tumbling out of the lead? In 
away, she became one of 
the best-known silver med- 
alists of all time. 

Now Jacobellis will be re- 
membered as the __ first 
American gold medalist at 
the Beijing Olympics. She 
reached the top of the po- 
dium hours after Mikaela 
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United States’ Lindsey Jacobellis (5), followed by France's 
Chloe Trespeuch (8) and Canada's Meryeta O'Dine (3) crosses 
the finish line to win a gold medal during the women's cross 
final at the 2022 Winter Olympics, Wednesday, Feb. 9, 2022, in 


Zhangjiakou, China. 


Shiffrin had another stun- 
ning early exit on the Alpine 
ski hill. 

Jacobellis rode hard to the 
finish of the snowboard- 
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cross final on Wednesday, 
beating Chloe Trespeuch 
of France and covering her 
heart with her hands as she 
slowed. 


Jacobellis was 20 when she 
made the mistake in Tu- 
rin. Now 36 and in her fifth 
Olympics, she became the 
oldest U.S. woman to win a 
gold. 

The 16 years is also the lon- 
gest gap between medals 
for any U.S. woman. 

She never stopped reach- 
ing for a gold medal. 

"They can keep. talking 
about it all they want be- 
cause it really shaped me 
into the individual that | 
am," Jacobellis said. "It kept 
me hungry and really kept 
me fighting in this sport." 

A glum Olympics for the 
Americans actually began 
to brighten a few hours ear- 
lier when California snow- 
boarders Chloe Kim and 
Shaun White, the defend- 
ing gold medalists, had joy- 
ful rides through the half- 
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pipe. Kim earned the top 
spot in women's qualifying 
while White, a three-time 
gold medalist in his fifth 
and final Olympics, was 
fourth in the men's qualify- 
ing. 

Jacobellis' performance lit 
up the Genting Snow Park. 
"This feels incredible be- 
cause the level that all the 
women are riding at today 
is SO much higher than it 
was 16 years ago," Jaco- 
bellis said. 

Jacobellis said she'd ad- 
vise young riders to not 
let mistakes define them. 
"Especially if you've made 
it to this stage, you're a 
winner. And look at what 
you've learned from the 
experience and take that 
with you later in life." 
SHIFFRIN'S LETDOWN 
Mikaela Shiffrin arrived in 
Beijing heavily favored to 
add to her collection of 
two Olympic gold med- 
als but instead is O for 2, 
a shocking development 
that has left her shaken. 
She skidded out just a few 
seconds into the slalom, a 
quicker exit than two days 
earlier when she crashed 
out of the super-G. 

"I've never been in this po- 
sition before and | don't 
know how to handle it," 
said the teary-eyed Shiffrin, 
who won the slalom at the 
2014 Sochi Games and the 
giant slalom at the 2018 Py- 
eonchgang Games. 

The seventh racer on 
Wednesday, she began 
losing her balance and 
teetering out of control 
just four seconds and four 
gates in. She swerved too 
far as she veered to her 
right and she ended up 
way wide of the fifth gate. 
"| was pushing and maybe 
it was past my limit." 

There was nothing left to 
do but ski to the side of the 
course known as the Ice 
River, click out of her skis 
and sit on the ground, her 
head resting in her arms. 
"GS and slalom, those were 
my biggest focuses. So it 
really feels like a lot of work 
for nothing," she said. 
Shiffrin had planned on en- 
tering all five individual Al- 
pine races. Her next oppor- 
tunity could come Friday in 
the super-G, but she raised 
doubts about that.) 


